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Recent Development of Nursing Ethics in Psychiatry
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Abstract

The aim is to clarify the recent development of nursing ethics in psychiatry through to examining the
literature during the past ten years.

The databases of psycINFO, MEDLINE, and CINAHL were used and the keywords were “nursing”, “ethics”,
and “psychiatry” for literature survey. Forty eight documents were analyzed by thematic analysis.

At the results, three categories of “the ethics in nursing for cognitively impaired elderly people”, “the ethics
in forensic psychiatric nursing”, and “the ethics in psychiatric nursing” were identified.

The determination of decision-making process in elderly people with dementia was discussed. In nursing
for cognitively impaired peoples’ patients’ intentions were respected.

It became clear that there were various ethical problems due to the contradictions between social mission
of medical treatment for patients and protection of supervisor in forensic psychiatric nursing.

It was clarify that the ethical dilemma was caused by the conflict of paternalism vs justice in psychiatric
nursing. Paternalism is the view that a health professional should consider a patient’s best benefit and decide

the medical treatment for patient. The justice is the view that a health professional should protect patient’s
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self determination.

Three solutions for ethical problems were proposed: preparation of the guidgalines, introduction of advances

directives and application of the relational ethics approach rather than ethical principles.

Keywords: “nursing”, “ethics”, “psychiatry”
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