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“Difficulty” Perceived by Students at Faculty of Nursing of A University
During Their Nursing Technical Acquisition of Urethral Catheterization and Bed Bath
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Abstract
PURPOSE: This study clarified what kind of “difficulty” the students at the Faculty of Nursing of A
University perceived, and identified what were commonly and differently perceived during their technical
acquisition of urethral catheterization and bed bath. METHOD : Qualitative and descriptive design. We
analyzed students’ reports on technique acquisition of urethral catheterization and bed bath in the school
practice. First, we extracted descriptions of “difficulty” from the reports, then encoded and categorized them.
RESULTS: We analyzed 167 reports (82.7%) . Derived categories for “difficulty” of the technique acquisition of
urethral catheterization were as follows: “practice based on the understanding of the concept of cleanness and
uncleanliness,” “practice based on the knowledge of nursing,” “handling the medical devices for the first time”,
“responses that show respect for a patient,” “suitable arrangement and placement of medical supplies”; and
commonly shared categories of “difficulty” included “handling multiple tasks in the procedure simultaneously”,

“practice in a situation filled with tension.” The categories for “difficulty” in the procedure of bed bath were
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as follows: “personalized planning and practice,” “practice of the technique which is rarely provided to others

in daily life,” “handling multiple tasks in the procedure simultaneously”, “responses that show respect for a

patient,” “suitable arrangement and placement of medical supplies,” “practice in a situation filled with tension.”

Commonalities and differences of “difficulty” in each procedural technique acquisition were clarified. This

study suggests the necessity of modified teaching materials so that the students can visualize the real situa-

tion and the improvement of the educational support system which links knowledge and skills of these basic

nursing procedures in the future.

Key words: nursing skills education, basic nursing skills, urethral catheterization, bed bath, difficulty
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