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The Introduction and Development of Tathagata-garbha
Thought in China

JIA Xuexiao

Summary
Tathagata U0, as an important Buddhist concept, originated in Indian Buddhism
and other religious thought-systems. Its origin is related to the theory of “purity
of the nature” .34 % in early Buddhism. With the translation of the Buddhist
scripture, the Tathagata theory entered into the Chinese ideological circle and
became the ideological and theoretical basis for the formation of various schools
of Chinese Buddhism through the interpretation and development of eminent
monks. Among the various schools of Chinese Buddhism, Tiantai sect Zhiyi X
A58 said “Tathagata is Reality” {2 B B4, Huayan sect Fazang B 5
#i said “Tathagata-origin” and the inheritance and development of the thought of
Tathagata by the Chan sectsect. All these can be regarded as the new development
of Tathagata thought in China. Zhiyi’s “Tathagata is Reality” is explained from
the point of view of the theory of reality of the Huayan. Fazang i combines the
Tathagata thought, which belongs to the concept of ontology or practice theory, with
the origin theory, which belongs to the concept of generation theory, and establishes
the “Tathagata-origin sect” {2 AFATSE as the highest of its “four doctrines”
PO s23$)%;. Based on the interpretation of Jingying Temple Huiyuan {J5 55 2
and Zhiyan %{§f;, Fazang views the great achievement of the “Tathagata-origin”
thought. As one of the Buddhism schools with the most Chinese characteristics,
Zen Buddhism has continuous influence from Tathagata or Buddha nature from
Bodhidharma 3# & to the five patriarchs F.#H 547, the North school’s Shenxiu
Jbs2 4155, and even the Niutou sect -8l 5%, and has become its most important

source of thought.
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