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The Relationship between the Reformation of the Ancestral
Shrine and the Buddhist Debate for the Pledge of Abstinence
from Alcoholic Liquor and Meat

ENDO Yusuke

Summary
Until now, the discussion of the relationship between the reformation of the
Ancestral Shrine and the Buddhist debate for the pledge of abstinence from alcoholic
liquor and meat has been overlooked. However, in this article, I focused on the
ideological continuity of Liang Wudi in these two events and clarified that the
reformation of the Ancestral Shrine and the Buddhist debate for the pledge of
abstinence had the same roots in Buddhist thought.

In the first section, I argued that the ideological influence of the Sutra for
Humane Kings was observed in the Fojixu and royal decree of Liang Wudi related
to the Fojixu. I pointed out that it was highly possible that Liang Wudi as the
Gold Wheel-turning King (the highest of the four ranks of Buddhism’s ideal
kings) carried out the reformation of the Ancestral Shrine. It is known that the
Sutra for Humane Kings influences the pledge of abstinence from alcoholic liquor
and meat. The ideological continuity of national governance based on the Sutra
for Humane Kings was confirmed.

In the second section, from the Nan Qi dynasty to the early Liang dynasty,
I considered Buddhist thought based on the Nirvana Sutra. Liang Wudi and his
sympathizers such as Shen Yue attached importance to the Nirvana Sutra, while
mercy and abstinence from meat were linked by the idea of the Nirvana Sutra.
In the second section, the ideological continuity of national governance based on
mercy was confirmed to be rooted in the Nirvana Sutra.

In the third section, after organizing the history of the First Buddhist debate,
I analyzed the ideological content of Liang Wudi. The results clarified that the
First Buddhist debate and the reformation of the Ancestral Shrine were in agreement
in that it was Liang Wudi and Fayun who played the leading roles. Moreover,

I extracted cases based on the Nirvana Sutra and the Sutra for Humane Kings,
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and more specifically argued that the reformation of the Ancestral Shrine and the
Buddhist debate are events that arose from the idea of the same root.

In the fourth section, I considered the second debate. I divided the questions
and answers asked between Liang Wudi and the monks who oppose the full
implementation of abstinence from meat into nine stages, Following that I
considered comments after the second debate. At the second debate, Liang Wudi
considered himself a Gold Wheel-turning King by the Sutra for Humane Kings.
Meanwhile, he declared a policy to carry out the abstinence from alcoholic
liquor and meat by raising the country on the basis of the Nirvana Sutra. He
straightforwardly faced his vassals and monks in debate based on Buddhist doctrine,

and promoted national governance based on a Buddhist worldview.
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