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History of Research on “Buddhism and the Economy” in Japan:
Acceptance and Development of the “Weber Thesis”

IINUMA Sachiya

Summary
This paper surveys the history of research on the relationship between Buddhism
and the economy and how it has been discussed in Japan, focusing on the influence of
Max Weber (1864—-1920), the German sociologist; it also clarifies the associated
scholarly trends.

The first research on Buddhism and the economy was conducted by Entai
Tomomatsu (1895-1973). Later, research was conducted on the relationship between
Omi merchants and the Jodo Shinshu sect by Kanji Naito (1916-2010), followed
by studies pointing out the modernity of a Zen monk, Shosan Suzuki (1597—
1655), by Hajime Nakamura (1912—-1999). Subsequent research often discussed
the relationship between Japan’s capitalization and Buddhism, focusing on the
Jodo Shinshu sect and Zen. Moreover, some contemporary scholars have pointed
out the affinity between social sustainability and Zen thought.

When these studies are examined systematically, it is clear that regardless
of their research methods or contents, each study strongly reflects its historical
background. This is particularly evident in their positioning vis-a-vis Marxism
and interest in modernization theory. In addition to the influence of the individual
researchers’ religious standpoints, it can be pointed out not only that this theme
is a study that straddles the fields of Buddhist studies, sociology, economics,
and history but also that the yardstick and awareness of the issues have been

discussed in a state of disagreement among the various studies.
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