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A Reconsideration of the Origin of Consciousness-only
Thought in Tan Kuang’s Kai zong yi ji

ZHENG Yijun

Summary
By comparing the similarities and differences between the views of Tan Kuang’s
Kai zong yi ji and those of the Tang Buddhist commentaries, Japanese scholar Yuki
Reimon argues that Tan Kuang has absorbed more of the views of the Yuan Ce and
belongs to the Ximing school. Many scholars have followed this statement.

This article first identifies the three arguments of Yuki Reimon and argues that
Yuki Reimon’s view is barely valid. There are very few points where the interpretation
of Tan Kuang is the same as that of Yuan Ce, and Tan Kuang cannot be characterized
as belonging to the Ximing school.

This article then goes on to compare some points of similarity in interpretation
between the Kai zong yi ji and Dacheng Guang’s Bai fa lun shu, proving that Tan
Kuang drew fully on the commentaries of his predecessors when he wrote, and that
it is very difficult to analyze his thought by traditional sectarian divisions. The mere
fact that some texts are identical does not mean that he is a descendant of someone,
but only that someone’s commentaries influenced him, that he referred to someone’s

commentaries, that he agrees with someone’s interpretations, etc.
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