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The Appearance of Sanpokojin
and the Statue of Kongoyasha Myoo

TSUJIMOTO Shinya

Summary
This paper researches the origins of the appearance of Sanpokojin. Studies on
statues of Sanpokojin indicate the prevalence of the three-faced, three-eyed, six-
armed image in sculpture and of the eight-faced, three-eyed, eight-armed image
in painting. This paper has two purposes: 1) to examine what kind of literature
these images are based on and 2) to determine the origin of the three-faced,
three-eyed, six-armed image. We found a basis in literature for the eight-faced,
three-eyed, eight-armed image but not for the three-faced, three-eyed, six-armed
image. This paper focuses on the similarities between the image of the three-
faced, three-eyed, six-armed Sanpokojin and the statue of Kongoyasha Myoo,
noting that the creator of the three-faced, three-eyed, six-armed Sanpokojin refers
to the statue of Kongoyasha Myoo. In pre-Buddhist times, both Sanpokojin
and Kongoyasha Myoo were trouble-making deities. After the local population
converted to Buddhism, both were transformed into Goho-zenjin--good deities
maintaining the Dharma of Buddhism. This shared transformation explains the

likeness between the image of Sanpokojin and that of Kongoyasha Myoo.
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