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Faith in the Works Seikaku and Shinran:
Reading the Yuishinshd written by Yokihito

NISHIJIMA Tatsuya

Summary
The text Yuishinsho Wif5# was written by the monk Seikaku 24 (1167-1235) in
1221. After his death, the Japanese Buddhist monk Shinran #i# (1173-1262) in
his letters called Seikaku by the name yokihito (a good person).

This paper examines, through a while reading of the Yuishinsho, why Seikaku
was a yokihito for Shinran and how their ideas (especially the character of their
faith in Amida Buddha) differed. Shinran admired Seikaku, encouraged people to
read Yuishinsho,” and himself copied this work many times. Today’s researchers
interpret the meaning of yokihito in various ways, such as “a person who well
understands the thought of Honen #:%% well.

Honen (1133-1212; teacher of Seikaku and Shinran) taught that if a person
recites the name of Amida Buddha with faith at the time of his or her death, he or
she can be reborn in the land of Amida Buddha. The Yuishinsho also articulates
methodology that follows this teaching. There is much debate among researchers
on whether Seikaku emphasized the recitation of the name of Amida Buddha or
faith, and what according to him was the character of this faith—for example,
whether it is “faith is emphasized” or “Seikaku’s faith lies between that of Honen
and Shinran.”

Moreover, this faith is generally considered to be the ordinary faith the per-
son cultivates himself or herself. In Yuishinsho,” Seikaku too said that such a
recitation should be done, but also that “If you reach deep faith in your lifetime,
you will be assured of the land of Amida Buddha as you are at the time of your
death.” He said that deep faith in Amida Buddha was likely to occur in a des-

perate situation, such as the suffering of death. It can then be said that this is the
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same as Shinran’s “shinjinshoin 5.0 1ER theory”—“A person with deep faith can
be led by Amida Buddha to his land.”

Considering the above, the character of the faith of Seikaku and Shinran
is essentially the same, and it is in this sense that Seikaku was a yokihito for

Shinran.
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