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Summary
Shinran ## passed through Hakone #it on the way to Kyoto from Kantd. The
only historical material that describes this are the step of the Hakone Divine
message fiti5 ¢ of the Shinran biography [#E{z#%], which state that accord-
ing to an oracle, a Shintd priest fili invited Shinran and welcomed him to the
Hakone Jinja Shrine #6##fitt. Many articles comment on the reliability of this
description. I critically consider the following five articles in this report:

First, the articles from Masaharu Imai 4344, Hisao Maeda miH##E, and
Reizo Hiramatsu *F44 47 = state that Shinran went to Hakone as a result of the actions
of Seikaku ¥4, a senior disciple of Shinran, who is said to have managed the feudal
tenure of the Hakone Jinja Shrine. However, this managerial position might have
been already changed. Therefore, it is my view that there is no basis for this position.

Second, Masayuki Mitsumoto =452 states that Kakunyo 41l wrote the
step of the Hakone Divine message because “Shinran came to Hakone as the
true form of the enshrined deity 4l at the Hakone Jinja Shrine was the Seishi
Bodhisattva #%## (Mahasthamaprapta); an attendant image of Amitabha.”
However, Mitsumoto’s opinion is also problematic because the same God was
enshrined within the Mount Fuji Sengen Shrine & 11L& #i#: on the Ashigara
Way RMi%. After further investigation, the Seishi Bodhisattva was not en-

shrined within the Hakone Jinja Shrine.
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Third, Yorisuke Numata {#HIf#f states that the Shinto priest that invited
Shinran was Kakumy®6 8, Shinran’s pupil. According to his remark, the Hakone
path is the fate of Shinran and Kakumyd being master and pupil, which I disregard.

Using examples from these five articles, I present some doubts regarding

the account of Shinran’s visit to the Hakone Jinja Shrine of Shinran.
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