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Tetsumaro Kanaya: A Buddhist Priest in the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha (Nishihongwanji) Involved in the Shonan Koa
Kunrenjo and the Nanpo Tokubetsu Ryiigakusei

OSAWA Kaiji

Key words
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Japanese occupation of Southeast Asia

Summary
During World War 11, the Imperial Japanese Army invaded Southeast Asia and
occupied the captured regions. The military administration was staffed by army
officers and civilians from mainland Japan.

Tetsumaro Kanaya (1895-1945) joined the religious staff of the military
administration during the course of Japan’s occupation of British Malaya (now
Malaysia). Kanaya was a priest of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha (Nishi-
hongwanji). Under the influence of Kozui Otani (1876-1948), the former 22"
head priest of the Nishihongwanji and a monk renowned as a pan-Asianism
proponent, Kanaya became interested in Southeast Asia and Islam.

During the early 1940s, Kanaya conducted extensive research in the Dutch
East Indies (now Indonesia) and in Taiwan. Subsequently, he was inducted as a
civilian employee of the Indochina Expeditionary Army Corps of the Imperial
Japanese Army. During Japan’s occupation of Malaya, he became a top instructor
at the Shonan Koa Kunrenjo (Asia Development Training Institute) and taught
Japanese to the young Malay students, many of whom would become the future
leaders of their country.

Kanaya brought many of his students from Malay to Japan. Some pursued

higher education at mainland Japanese universities such as Nanpo Tokubetsu

717



Ryugakusei (Special Foreign Students from Southeast Asia). After World War

II, a number of the graduates from this program became Malaysian leaders.
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