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Liang Wudi’s Image of the ideal Emperor

ENDO Yusuke

Summary
Liang Wudi attempted to enforce the reformation of the Ancestral Shrine in 507
(Tianjian 6) or 508 (Tianjian 7). At that time, his vassals called him a “Gold
Wheel-turning King” (the highest of the four ranks of Buddhism’s ideal kings).
This is the starting point of his image of the ideal emperor.

The Zhujiedapinxu, written by Liang Wudi in 512 (Tianjian 11), shows influence
from the Sutra for Humane Kings. In this treatise, the Gold Wheel-turning King
and the Iron Wheel-turning King (the lowest of the four ranks) play a major role
in the world of the human being. Since Sengmin and Fayun collaborated in
composing a commentary on the Sutra for Humane Kings in 507 or 508, Liang
Wudi may have taken the viewpoint of that sutra into consideration.

Baochang, in accordance with an edict from Liang Wudi, edited the Jinglii
yixiang in 516 (Tianjian 15). This Buddhist encyclopedia describes two kinds of
Buddhist kings: the Bodhisattva King and the Sravaka King. Based on the Jinglii
yixiang, Liang Wudi is classified as Bodhisattva King and a Gold Wheel-turning
King, while King Agoka is classified as Sravaka King and Iron Wheel-turning
King. Thus Liang Wudi placed himself in a higher rank than Asoka.

Around 522 (Putong 3), Liang Wudi carried out a Buddhist memorial service,
declaring prohibitions on drinking alcohol and eating meat. On this occasion he
proposed the carrying out of lectures on the Nirvana Sutra, Sutra for Humane
Kings and Golden Light Sutra. He started to assert that the Gold Light Sutra was
similar the Sutra for Humane Kings. In the Putong era (520-527), Liang Wudi
attempted to regulate Buddhist monks, and in countering opposition from Zhizang,
he based his arguments on the Sutra for Humane Kings. During the same era,

Guo Zushen presented his opinions to Liang Wudi, criticizing the management
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of the Buddhist sarigha, concretely mentioning Sengmin and Fayun. The citizens
of the Putong era may have believed that Liang Wudi was a Bodhisattva King
and a Gold Wheel-turning King.

Liang Wudi inherited the faith of Asoka from Xiao Ziliang and Sengyou.
By his promoting this faith, many Buddhist believers gradually accepted the
apotheosis of Liang Wudi. Between 541 (Datong 7) and 546 (Zhongdatong 1),
the 6™ prince of Liang Wudi, Xiao Lun wrote an essay in which he called his father
an Bodhisattva Emperor and Gold Wheel-turning King. Liang Wudi studied the
doctrine of the major Buddhist scriptures and tried to realize the ideal world

according to their mythology.
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