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Ghana Internet Observatory: 16 years in operation

Takehiko SATOH

Abstract

Ghana Internet Observatory was installed on the roof of Administration Building in Tema
Secondary School, Republic of Ghana, in December 2003. Since then, this remote-control
observatory has been operational to date (more than 16 years) through collaborative works with the
school teachers. Duration-wise, this project can be said a great success. On the other hand, its
utilization in science education has not been very high due to (i) mismatch to the standard curriculum
especially at elementary-school level, (ii) rather difficult operation of the observatory for those who
are not familiar with telescopes, and (iii) one observatory is not enough to overcome the weather
problems. Recent advent of inexpensive yet high-performance electronics, such as Raspberry Pi
series, would potentially enable installation of a larger number of similar facilities in near future.
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