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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the place of religious institutions
in the political history of the Ryukyu Islands. Okinawa was under the
administration of the United States after World War II. The Government
of the Ryukyu Islands — the self-governance of the Okinawan People —
was established in 1952 and ended in 1972. During that period, Okinawa
maintained the Religious Organization Law (Shukyo Dantai Ho) enacted in
prewar Japan. This law has since come to be understood as necessitating
the infringement of the freedom of belief and conscience guaranteed by
the Postwar Constitution of Japan. Therefore, the Government sought to
enact a more liberal Religious Corporations Act (Shukyo Hojin Ho) similar
to that of postwar Japan, however this goal remained incomplete as the bill
was scrapped by the Legislature of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
(Rippo In).
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