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The development from the Syncretistic Fusion of Shintoism
and Buddhism approach to the anti-Honchi-Suijaku
approach: The History of the Affirmation of Jisshashin
TSUJIMOTO Shinya

Summary
This paper examines the development from the approach of Syncretistic Fusion of

Shintoism and Buddhism to Kanetomo Yoshida’s anti-Honchi-suijaku approach,
through “Shaseki-shu” and “Shintd-shii”, collections of anecdotes in medieval Japan.
The anti-Honchi-suijaku approach is affected by Hongaku (“original enlightenment’)
philosophy, which claims absolute equality and actively accepts the real world. In
the adaptation of this philosophy, the affirmation of Jisshashin, evil deities which
were denied in that period, is an important factor in forming the anti-Honchi-
suijaku approach.

In the “Shasekishu”, the Jisshashin appear as the transformation of buddhas
and bodhisattvas in order to encourage people enter Buddhism. However, the
Jisshashin are not accepted as evil deities. In contrast to “Shaseki-shu”, “Shintd-shti”
shows some progress regarding the affirmation of Jisshashin, where some Jisshashin
are given the original identities of buddhas and bodhisattvas although they committed
crimes, including murder. Though Jisshashin are accepted as evil deities, there
is no absolute equality between gonjashin, the good deities, and Jisshashin. This
absolute equality is later achieved by Kanetomo Yoshida, who actively accepts
the real world and states that there is no difference among the gods. His thought
about Jisshashin leads to his anti-Honchi-suijaku approach.

This paper follows the work of Yoshird Tamura (1979), which discusses
the anti-Honchi-suijaku approach, Hongaku philosophy, and the affirmation of
Jisshashin. While his work focuses on Shinto literature, this paper contributes to
the field by instead focusing on the collections of anecdotes such as “Shaseki-shu”

and “Shintd-shi” which has not been done previously.
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