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The Religious Measures in Japan-Occupied China:
TAKEDA Hiroshi and NAKANO Gisy0 in the Koain Kahoku
Renrakubu (North China Liaison Bureau, Board of Asia
Development)

OSAWA Kaoji

Summary
This paper analyzes the religious measures in Japan-occupied China during the
Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945).

The Japanese government established the Koain (Board of Asia Development
HL ) in Tokyo in 1938 to unify policies toward China that had been imple-
mented separately by each ministry.

During that time, the Koain Kahoku Renrakubu (North China Liaison De-
partment, Board of Asia Development $ii |5 3|t 3 &) was also established in
Beijing, where TAKEDA Hiroshi and NAKANO Gisyo worked as staff members
in charge of religious measures. They were also involved in the activities of the
Huabei Zongjiao Xiehui (Association of Religious Organizations in North China
L% %) and the Fojiao Tongyuanhui (Buddhist Common Purpose Society
L% [AIE %) and had experience teaching at universities.

In addition, TAKEDA was a lay believer of the Jodo Shinsh@i Hongwanji-ha
Buddhist organization and NAKANO was a monk of the Shingon sect.

Therefore, they were the right people for dealing with religious measures
in Japan-occupied China due to their professional knowledge of religions and

practical experience in religious life.
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