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Summary

This paper discusses the relationship between Yoshida Kanetomo and Tendai
Hongaku philosophy by comparing the literary works of Yoshida Kanetomo with
the Tendai Hongaku philosophical literature. According to Yoshida Kanetomo,
the universe includes god, all of creation possess a spirit, and human beings have
minds. These thoughts are related to the “Immanent Uniform Theory,” which is the
second level of Tendai Hongaku philosophy as defined by Yoshiro Tamura. Immanent
Uniform Theory insists that a potential Buddha exists even in ordinary people.

However, Yoshida Kanetomo takes Immanent Uniform Theory one step further.
He claims that gods in all of creation are connected to each other; all creation is
connected through god; and all phenomena, good or bad, are the incarnation of god.
Here, Kanetomo arrives at “Incarnation Uniform Theory” and “Explicit Uniform
Theory,” which are the third and final levels of Tendai Hongaku philosophy, as defined
by Yoshiro Tamura. Incarnation Uniform Theory claims that the real world and
normal people are the incarnation of Buddha. Moreover, Explicit Uniform Theory
points out that the real world is the only “truth;” there is no other. These two theories
are regarded as “absolute monism.” It is therefore concluded that Yoshida Kanetomo’s
thinking is strongly related to Tendai Hongaku philosophy.

This paper also explores how Tendai Hongaku philosophy affected Yoshida
Kanetomo. During his era, the belief that all created things have god and Buddha
inside them was shared by the intellectual elites. Immanent Uniform Theory was

accepted by many people of the intellectual class. However, Yoshida Kanetomo



arrived at Incarnation Uniform Theory and Explicit Uniform Theory, which are
categorized as higher levels in Tendai Hongaku philosophy than Immanent Uniform
Theory. These ideas, therefore, might have originated from his own intellect,
rather than the influence of other people. Accordingly, he was able to accept all
phenomena as the incarnation of the divine and the truth.

However, many issues are left unresolved. Firstly, the definition of Tendai
Hongaku philosophy used in this paper depends on Yoshiro Tamura. Therefore,
verification of this paper’s arguments is limited by his discussion. Secondly, this
research approach only relies on a comparison between the literary works of
Yoshida Kanetomo and the Tendai Hongaku philosophical literature, so it does
not take ideological dimensions into consideration. Therefore, a comparison at

the ideological level remains an issue for future discussion.
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